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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH of the

First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2024

MISSION STATEMENT: “We, the people of Immaculate Conception Parish in Ewa, declare
our firm loyalty to our Lord Jesus Christ, our Roman Catholic Church, and to the Diocesan

Bishop of Honolulu. Our strength is in our unity as a Christian Family of Faith, and we
inspire to reach out to everyone with the embrace of Christ.”  

THE WAITING TIME
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

Contact us for the following:
BAPTISM: Inform the parish 2 months in
advance to allow for baptismal
preparation
FAITH FORMATION (CCD & OCIA):
Contact coordinator.
MARRIAGE: Notify the parish 6 months
prior to proposed date. Attending an
Engaged Encounter Weekend is
required prior to marriage ceremony.
COMMUNION TO HOMEBOUND: Contact
the office to arrange for someone to
bring the Blessed Sacrament to the Sick.
FUNERALS: Call the parish before
making arrangements with the
mortuary.
FOOD PANTRY: Distribution happens in
Parish Hall, bring ID:

First Friday hours: 3-5 PM
Remaining Fridays: 4-6 PM

FOCUS: Prepare for the coming of the Lord.

As we begin Advent, our readings today offer wisdom in discerning what it
means to prepare our hearts for the Lord. They are beckoning us to wake up
and be attentive to what is around us, for God’s time is at hand. We have the
blessing of this season to prepare for the coming of the Lord, and to allow
our hearts to be transformed.

Advent is a time of hope but also a time of waiting. Different than wishing,
hope is the belief that, one day, all will be well. Teenagers eagerly wait to
be out on their own, believing then all will be well. Students are eager to
graduate and get away from papers to write, books to read, and exams to
take—then all will be well. Some singles long to find a partner, marry, and
settle down, believing—then—all will be well. Always there is the faith that,
although life may not now be what we wish, the future will bring a time
when all will be well. We are inveterate people of hope. Yet life is a process
that cannot be rushed. 

Author Annie Dillard once watched a butterfly hatch from a cocoon. A bit
impatient, she decided to gently warm the cocoon and so hasten the
process. It worked, except by rushing the process the butterfly’s wings were
undeveloped, too weak to fly. All that we hope and long for in life must
happen at its own pace, faithful to the process. How, then, do we negotiate
the waiting? The Gospel’s encouragement is to pray, but not for what we
want. Rather, we are to pray for the strength to stand with hope before the
Son of Man, trusting that God will bring forth the goodness we need.
Though it may be different than what we seek, it will be what we need. 

● Reflect:    How can you better enjoy times of waiting? 



Monday, December 2: 
7:00 AM         Rosary
8:00 AM         Mass
(+Simpliciana “Sophie” Victoria - RS)
 6:30 PM         ICC Novena 
Tuesday, December 3:
7:00 AM          Rosary
8:00 AM          Mass
(+Benjamin Yucoco - Birthday Blessing)
6:30 PM           ICC Novena 
Wednesday, December 4:
6:40 AM          Rosary   
8:00 AM          Mass
(+Simpliciana “Sophie” Victoria - RS)
5:00 PM          Centering Prayer
6:30 PM          O.C.I.A.       
6:30 PM          ICC Novena 
Thursday, December 5:
No Mass 
6:30 PM          ICC Novena 
Friday, December 6:
6:40 AM          Rosary
7:00 AM          Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament followed by the Rosary
8:00 AM          Mass
(Nhu Loan Nealon - Thanksgiving)
3-5:00 PM      Food Pantry
6:30 PM          ICC Novena 
6:30 PM          Youth Ministry
Saturday, December 7:
8:00 AM          Church Cleaning
3:00 PM          First Saturday Devotions
4:00 PM          Confessions 
4:15 PM           Rosary        
5:00 PM          Mass
(Andres & Catalina Bolo & the Holy Souls in
Purgatory)
6:30 PM          ICC Novena 
Sunday, December 8:
6:15 AM           Rosary
7:00 AM          Mass 
(Henry & Consuelo Velasquez - Thanksgiving)
8:45 AM          Rosary
9:30 AM          Mass
(Connie Lubera - Birthday)
4:15 PM            Rosary
5:00 PM           Mass
(Mass for the People)
6:30 PM           ICC Novena

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTSSCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

CHURCH  CLEANING SCHEDULE
Dec. 7:              Sacred Heart Society
Dec. 14:            Knights of Columbus

BISHOP LARRY’S GENERAL DECREE: 
SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
While this very important celebration is usually on December 8, since that
is a Sunday of Advent this year, all the Masses for December 7/8 must be
for the Second Sunday of Advent. The Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception is transferred to Monday, December 9...I hereby decree that
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is to be celebrated on
Monday, December 9, 2024, as a HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION in the Diocese
of Honolulu. (The full decree can be found on the diocesan website:
www.catholichawaii.org)

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

LIGHT A STAR
Our Annual Light A Star Tree will be up soon. If you would like to
remember your loved ones during Advent by placing an
ornament on our Light A Star Tree, please pick up an envelope
which can be found at the back of the church. Write their names
legibly and place your envelopes in the collection basket or box

near the entrance. You may also drop them off at the parish office.

Please keep this schedule handy and mark your calendars for our Advent
and Christmas Season.



Weekly Offering
     Sat. 5:00 PM  -  $   1,062.30
     Sun. 7:00 AM -  $   1,024.01
     Sun. 9:30 AM -  $   1,100.00
     Sun. 5:00 PM -  $    799.00
Repair & Maintenance
Building Fund
Flowers
Candles
Book of Intentions
Mass Intentions
Funeral
Thanksgiving
Light A Star
Hawaii Quilt Guild (R/M)
Rebate (Diocese)
TOTAL
 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS:
Catholic Charities
Ohana in Christ 
Capital Campaign for Human 
Development

$3,985.31

 

 $725.00
$247.50
$170.50
$40.00

$145.00
$100.00

$300.00
$285.00
$145.00
$50.00
$70.34

$6,263.65

$10.00
$220.00

$1,048.76
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Nov. 23 - 24, 2024

PROFIT & LOSS QUARTERLY
STATEMENT

Thank you for your generous
support last week for the
collection for the Catholic
Campaign for Human 
Development!  As a parish, we
raised $ 1,048.76, so far, to support
those on the margins who live in
poverty in the United States. If you
missed the collection, it’s not too
late to give.  Visit their website
www.usccb.org/national
collections and click “How to Give”
under “Resources.” 

INCOME:
Offertory Collection                              $   70,623.50
Other Regular Income                                  12,192.19
Revenue Subject to GET                                5,121.00
Unusual (Non Scheduled) Income            8,515.43
TOTAL INCOME                                                $    96,452.12

EXPENSES
Employment Costs                              $    37,726.54
Professional Services                                    1,032.90
Leadership Development                            4,981.73
Supplies and Other Services                       7,591.63
Fundraising Expenses                                  2,435.63
Repairs & Maintenance                              15,089.16
Utilities                                                             7,624.30
Contributions and Assessments             14,673.00
Taxes                                                                   150.00
TOTAL EXPENSES                                   $   93,004.89

Net Ordinary Income                            $     3,447.23

OTHER INCOME/EXPENSES
Other Income (Temp Restricted     
Assets)                                                    $   34,559.00
TOTAL OTHER INCOME                         $   34,559.00

NET OTHER INCOME                                      $  34,559.00

NET INCOME                                                      $   38,006.23

July through September 2024

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

HOMEBOUND MINISTERS’ COMMISSIONING
Fr. Sieg commissioned our new and current
homebound ministers last week Sunday.  Our
homebound ministers bring the Word of God and
Eucharist to our parishioners who cannot make it
to Mass. We are so grateful for their gift of time. Our
Homebound Ministers are:  Michelle Espiritu,
Charlie & Lisa Visitacion, Lydia Perry, Beverly
Vallesteros (all pictured above), Jason Snellings, 

Allan Pesquira, Brittney Hunter, Trinisha Paxton, Bernadette Kono, Dolly Willing, Manny
& Lucille Meno, Ike & Sana Perez, and Archie Agcamaran.

PARISH COUNCIL ,
LITURGY MEMBERS, AND
COUNCIL OF MINISTRIES

Members of our Parish Council, Council
of Ministries, and Liturgy Committee 
met to discuss the Advent and Christmas schedule this past week.  We are truly
grateful to all our ministers, who volunteer their time to work together to plan
events and discuss how to keep our parish alive and well.  We are grateful to
our leader, Fr. Sieg, whose goal is for us to grow closer to God and to each other.  
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Mahalo for your generosity!
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Call and make an appointment to visit our caring, 
friendly staff at our Waipahu Community Office 

and become a member!

Frances I. Cajimat
Community Office 

Manager

Waipahu Community Office
94-226 Leoku St., #4,
Waipahu, HI 96797
www.mvfcu.coop

 Email: cajimatf@mvfcu.coopFederally insured by NCUA 

WORSHIP, LIVE, LEARN, 
OR WORK IN WAIPAHU?

Phone:
 
677-6206
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Shafer’s Roofing
Cont. Lic. #C-23318 • Fully Insured & Bonded

• Photovoltaic
• Residential Re-roofing
• Rain Gutters
• Roof Vents
• Roof Gardens
• Skylights
• Solar Shingles
• Solar Fans
• Service & Maintenance
    Programs
• Long Term/Extended
    Warranties
• Flexible Financing

Bernadette
Shafer Robins
President & RME

Since 2000

*Discount for Seniors & Parish Members*
Residential • Commercial • New Construction

Proudly serving Hawaii for over 30 years

www.shafersroofing.com
(808) 688-9082 • FREE ESTIMATES!

In Loving
Memory of
Sam Shafer

The FILCOM Vision Center
Dr. Calvin Alonzo, Optometrist

Filipino Speaking
Doctor and Staff

Most Insurances
Accepted

Same Day & 
Walk-In Appts 
Available

(808) 677-7222
WAIPAHU – The Filipino Community Center

94-428 Mokuola St., Ste 102

(808) 847-7222
HONOLULU – Kuakini Physician’s Tower

405 N. Kuakini St., Ste 605

Got Medicare Plan
Questions?

Join us for a FREE Medicare Plan Seminar
Call to RSVP: (808) 699-9165

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD
OCT. 15 - DEC. 7

Call me for a FREE consultation
with NO obligation to enroll.

Angie Armas
Licensed Agent
808-382-6290

angie@planadvisorshawaii.com
94-210 Pupukahi St., Ste. 203, Waipahu

Armas Financial Service

MILL TOWN DENTAL 
CLINIC, LLC

Marilou Cabalo Cababat, DMD

• Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Digital Dental Office
• White Fillings, Porcelain Crowns
• Metal Free Dentures
• Emergency Care
• Most Insurances

(808) 678-8300
Mon. & Fri. 9am - 5pm
Tue. & Thu. 9am - 6pm
Weekend appointments available

Located at the
Filipino Community Center



Vigilance means this: not to allow
our hearts to become lazy or our

spiritual life to soften into
mediocrity. Be careful because

we can become “sleepy
Christians”—and we know there

are many Christians who are
asleep, who are anesthetized by

spiritual worldliness….This is a sad
life going forward this way since

there is no happiness.

Readings for the 2nd
Sunday of Advent: 

 

Baruch 5: 1-9              
Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11    

Luke 3:1-6

 St. Ambrose  - Feast Day is December 7th. A 4th c. theologian and
statesman from Gaul (present day Germany), he was one of the most
theological figures of that time and one of the four original Doctors of
the Church. He was significant in the ways he followed Christ and gave
his life in service to the Church. He’s noted for fiercely promoting Roman
Christianity against Arianism and paganism. He was the Bishop of Milan
for 23 years and was also known for teaching the importance of prayer
and being merciful. We are inspired to spend time in prayer and
meditation each day, such as reading Sacred Scripture, so we can be  

 St.  Nicholas - Feast Day is December 6th.  This 3rd - 4th c. saint of
Greek descent from modern day Turkey was known by such titles as: St.
Nicholas of Myra, Nicholas of Bari, and Nicholas the Wonderworker. He
became a bishop during the time of the Roman Empire. Many miracles
have been attributed to him including bringing children back to life and
saving sailors from death. He was admired for his generosity, piety, and
kindness especially to the poor and sick after giving away his inherited
wealth. Over time, news of his charity and giving spread, which led to 

 St.  Francis Xavier -  Feast Day is December 3rd. This 16th c. saint co-
founded the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and is considered the greatest
Catholic missionary of modern times. He was instrumental in establishing
Christianity in India, the Malay Archipelago, and Japan. His great zeal for
the Faith led to his desire to be Christ’s disciple in service to God by
carrying the Faith to those in distant lands. He served with great humility
and gave his time to others. It’s been said that he baptized some 30,000
to Christianity during his lifetime, which is more than anyone else since St.
Paul. Pope Pius XI declared him as the Patron of Catholic Missions.

I’ve been Catholic all my life, but I don’t understand Advent. It’s too much like Lent and seems an
odd way to prepare for the birth of a baby.

Dear Padre,

A word from
POPE FRANCIS

FEASTS & SAINTS OF THE WEEK

PARISH MINISTRIES
Parish Pastoral Council
Parish Council of Ministries 
Finance Council 
Parish Planning & Building 
Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion 
Stewardship Committee
Music Ministry 
Money Counters
Bereavement
Religious Education 
Lectors 
Ushers 
Altar Servers 
Flowers and Environmental 
Knights of Columbus
Event Planners 
Food Pantry 
Couples for Christ
Youth & Young Adult Min.
Sacred Heart Society
Secular Franciscans
Chamorro Group

December 1, 2024

In a society that is primarily secular, one skill of the believing Christian is the ability to balance competing realities. From a
secular perspective, Christmas is part of the period identified as the “holidays,” beginning with Thanksgiving until New Year’s
Day, when it abruptly ends and stores begin advertising Valentine’s Day. For Christians, Christmas is the day we celebrate the
birth of Jesus, the great promise fulfilled after centuries of waiting and expectation. The creative energy of the Father is
displayed in wonder and awe as the angels sing and people of good faith gather to celebrate. We join our ancestors in
anticipation of this event through the liturgical season of Advent, a time of waiting and preparation. The Christian holy day is a
singular day, the feast of the Nativity of the Lord—Christmas—but the Church continues the celebration of God’s life and love
through the days that follow, culminating in the Baptism of the Lord, the beginning of the public ministry of Jesus. We are invited
to hold the secular and the liturgical experiences in an integrated balance. We can celebrate the secular holidays and we can
enter the liturgical season that helps us contemplate something much grander and more spectacular. ●

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org
The Redemptorists /DearPadre.org © 2023 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish was granted on May 16, 2023, by the Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary
Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this
permission.” No part of this work may be used in any form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 CCD, Inc., WA, DC. All
Rights Reserved.  

ANGELUS, ROME,
NOVEMBER 28, 2021

NOV. 2-3
Day/Time

Sat. 5:00 PM
Sun. 7:00 AM
Sun. 9:30 AM
Sun. 5:00 PM

Adult
155
225
200
159

Child
20
10
30
22

WEEKLY
MASS
COUNT

Adult
134
197
245
110

Child
15
5
41
14

NOV. 9-10 NOV. 16-17
Adult

134
197
245
110

Child
15
5
41
14

NOV. 23-24

Adult
173
227
245
149

Child
24
3

43
19

filled with mercy and be vessels of mercy to others. His feast day marks the anniversary of
his consecration as a bishop.

the idea of giving gifts secretly to others. Devotion to him grew and extended to all parts
of Europe. This led to our modern-day notion of Santa Claus, as people took the concept
of gift giving with them. He’s the patron saint of merchants, sailors, prisoners, and
children.




